PREFACE

THESE short studies of authors whom I have known
more or less intimately, and have observed with
curiosity and admiration, base whatever value they
may possess on their independence. They are
imperfect, perhaps erroneous, but they are not
second-hand. Whether they are the result of a
few flashing glimpses, or of the patient scrutiny of
many years, in either case they are my own. I hope
that some of them, at least, may be found to possess
the interest which attaches to even a rude pencil-
sketch of a famous person, drawn faithfully from
the life.

The persons dealt with are of widely differing
importance, and it is probable that posterity will
intensify the distinction between them. Some
names are here included which history may neglect
altogether; here are others which we believe will
become more and more luminous with the passage
of years. But the men discussed in the following
pages had the common characteristic of devotion to
literature ; all were writers, and each had, in his own
time and way, a serious and even a passionate con-
ception of the responsibilities of the art of writing.
They were all, in their various capacities, engaged